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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1, 4, 5, 10, 11, 14, 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Klein. 

Klein teaches in figures 1-6 an inflatable volume (11,12) and an expandable 
figurine that is attached to the inflatable volume such that the figurine is stretched as the 
volume is inflated (col. 2, lines 26-62). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Klein further teaches the figurine has a differential 
construction such that different portions of the figurine have a different propensity to 
expand, such that the figurine is stretched in a differential manner as the volume is 
inflated (col. 2, lines 26-62; fig. 1 and 3). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, Klein further teaches the expandable figurine has a 
bottom surface that is adhesively attached to the inflatable volume (col. 2, lines 26-62). 

Regarding claims 10 and 18, Klein further teaches the expandable figurine 
assumes a first predetermined shape when the inflatable volume is in a deflated state, 
and assumes a different shape representing a distortion of the first predetermined 
shape when the inflatable volume is substantially inflated (fig. 1 and 3). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Klein teaches in figures 1-6 the toy method comprising the 
steps of providing an inflatable toy and an expandable figurine that is attached to the 
outer surface of an inflatable volume (11,12) and inflating the inflatable volume and 

i 
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stretching the figurine as the inflatable volume is inflated (col. 2, lines 26-62; fig. 1 and 
3). 

Claims 1 -3, 8 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Guzman. 

Guzman teaches in figures 1-4 an inflatable volume (10) and an expandable 
figurine that is attached to the inflatable volume such that the figurine is stretched as the 
volume is inflated (28, 30, 46, 54, 66). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Guzman further teaches a body portion having 
multiple limbs, such that the figurine is attached to the inflatable volume outer surface 
(fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 3 and 13, Guzman further teaches the figurine having a 
differential construction such that different portions of the figurine have a different 
propensity to expand (fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 8, Guzman further teaches a latex balloon (col. 1, lines 49 and 

50). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Guzman teaches in figures 1-4 the toy method comprising 
the steps of providing an inflatable toy and an expandable figurine that is attached to the 
outer surface of an inflatable volume (10) and inflating the inflatable volume and 
stretching the figurine as the inflatable volume is inflated (28, 30, 46, 54, 66; fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



• Application/Control Number: 1 0/646,255 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3712 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 7 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Klein. 

Klein teaches in the figures most of the elements of the claimed invention except 
for the figurine removably attached to the inflatable volume. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art a the time the invention was made to have the 
figurine removably attached to the inflatable volume, since it has been held that 
constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements involves only routine skill 
in the art. Nerwin v. Erlicnman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klein in 
view of Guzman. 

Klein teaches in the figures most of the elements of the claimed invention except 
for a rubberized shape expandable figurine. Guzman teaches an inflatable play toy 
having a rubberized shape (col. 2, lines 49 and 50). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a 
rubberized shape as taught by Guzman for the expandable figurine of Klein for the 
purpose of providing a non-skid relatively stationary base (col. 1 , line 21 ). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 17 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Colting teaches a multi-piece inflatable device. Vicino teaches a 
fabric-faced billboard. Harrowe teaches an inflated toy with sound producing means. 
Lemelson teaches inflatable display. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bena Miller whose telephone number is 703.305.0643. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

pena Miller 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3712 

bbm 

February 08, 2004 



